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The Fourth Sunday in Lent March 19, 2023 
 

10:15 am 
Holy Eucharist 

The Book of Alternative Services 

HYMN #322  All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name (standing as you are able) 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Almighty God, 
All  to you all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hidden. 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, 

God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
God welcomes sinners 
and invites them to the table. 
Let us confess our sins, 
confident in God’s forgiveness. 

(Silence is kept.) 
Celebrant Most merciful God, 
All  we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
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We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

TRISAGION  #707 
All Holy God, 

holy and mighty, 
holy immortal one, 
have mercy upon us.  (Sung 3 times) 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebrant Let us pray 
All Almighty God, 

through the waters of baptism 
your Son has made us children of light. 
May we ever walk in his light 
and show forth your glory in the world; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD (please be seated) 
Reader A Reading from the First Book of Samuel (16: 1-13) 

 At the conclusion of the passage, the reader says, 
The word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Reader Psalm 23 

1 The Lord is my shepherd; * 
I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 
and guides me along right pathways for his name’s sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; * 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
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5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

Glory to you, Jesus Christ, our good shepherd. In the waters of baptism you give us new birth, at your 
table you nourish us with heavenly food, and in your goodness and mercy, you guide us beyond the 
terrors of evil and death to your Father’s home to dwell in eternal light. Glory to you for ever. 

Reader A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians (5:8-14) 

 At the conclusion of the passage, the reader says, 
The word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL (standing as you are able) 

HYMN  #397  Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (v1, 2) 

Reader   The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Reader  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (9:1-41) 
People  Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 At the conclusion of the Gospel, the reader says, 
The Gospel of the Christ. 

People Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

HYMN  #397  Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (v3) 

SERMON (please be seated) 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED (standing as you are able) 
Celebrant  Let us confess our faith, as we say, 
All  I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again 
to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

COMMISSIONING OF PARISH COUNCIL (see insert) 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  (sitting or standing) 
God our faithful Shepherd, we depend on you for everything we need: for daily food, for guidance and 
protection, for healing in injury and comfort in sorrow.  You respond in abundant provision.  Thank you 
for your tender care of us.  Thank you for soothing the wounds of this life.  Thank you that in the 
presence of enemies, especially the last enemy of death, you are with us, as Shepherd, Host, Home. 

We pray for Todd, our Bishop; Marinez, Bishop of our companion Diocese of Amazonia; Michael and 
Susan, Bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada; Chris, National Indigenous Archbishop; 
Anne, our Metropolitan; Linda, our Primate; Megan, our Archdeacon, Margaret, our priest; and for all 
clergy and lay leaders.  Strengthen them to lead by your word. 

We pray for Charles, our King; Mary, our Governor General; Justin, our Prime Minister; Elizabeth, our 
Lieutenant Governor; Doug, our Premier; Karen, our Regional Chair; Dorothy and Natasha, our Mayors; 
may they be guided by wisdom for the good of all people. 

Knowing your faithfulness in our lives, we bring before you the lives of others, the cares of this world, 
entrusting all things to your goodness and mercy.  Bring healing to those who are ill in mind, body, or 
spirit, (especially …).  Bring release to those who are held captive by old hurts or new bonds that oppress 
and entangle.  Bring freedom to those unjustly accused, relief to those burdened with debt, comfort to 
all who suffer from abuse of any kind. 

We pray for people living precariously in the midst of war.  Protect, we pray, citizens and soldiers alike, 
and teach us to put away our weapons, taking up instead words of peace and reconciliation.  By the 
power at work in Christ, break down the walls of hostility we build so that we may learn to live together 
graciously.   

We remember those living in the midst of drought and famine.  We pray for rain to fall and crops to 
grow, and for generosity to overflow from our own hands and resources, until all your children receive 
their daily bread; until all your children have clean water to drink; until all your children have adequate 
shelter and medical care.  Compel us to be better stewards of creation so that our habitation is 
sustainable and responsible.   

Loving God, help us to see the world as you see it; to see others as you see them; and to see ourselves 
rightly, too.  Because you have come into this world for judgment, we can leave our judgments behind.  
Pursue us all with your goodness and faithful love until goodness and faithful love fills every heart and 
informs every action.   

We pray these things in the name of the one who came that we might see, Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Saviour.  Amen. 

THE PEACE (nod or bow to those around you, please do not leave your seat) 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
HYMN #446  Word of God, Come Down on Earth (standing as you are able) 



 

Joint Worship Bulletin StG Eucharist 2023 March 19 Page 5 

OFFERTORY 
All God of light, 

your Word brings to us a new vision of your glory. 
Accept our offering of praise and thanksgiving, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER S3 (standing as you are able) 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant It is indeed right to thank you and praise you, 
holy and gracious God, 
creator of all things, 
ruler of heaven and earth, sustainer of life, 
for you are the source of all goodness, 
rich in mercy and abounding in love; 
you are faithful to your people in every generation, 
and your word endures for ever. 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
with the fellowship of saints 
and the company of heaven, 
we glorify your holy name, 
evermore praising you and singing, 

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, (Hymn #732) 
God of power and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant  We praise you, merciful Father, 
not as we ought, but as we are able, 
because in your tender love 
you gave the world your only Son, 
in order that the world might be saved through him. 
He made you known by taking the form of a servant, 
healing the sick, liberating the oppressed, 
reaching out to the lost. 

Betrayed, reviled, and nailed to the cross, 
he confronted the power of sin 
and disarmed it for ever. 
In his offering of himself, 
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he became the perfect and sufficient sacrifice 
for the sins of the whole world. 
Redeemed by Christ, 
we have been adopted as your children; 
by your pardon 
you have made us worthy to praise you. 

On the night he was betrayed, 
Jesus, at supper with his friends, 
took bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread, 
gave it to them, and said, “Take and eat: 
this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine, 
and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this all of you: 
this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.” 

In obedience to him and with grateful hearts 
we approach your holy table, 
remembering our Saviour’s sacrifice, 
and rejoicing in his victory. 
Confident in his sovereign purpose, 
we declare our faith. 

All Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again. 

Celebrant  Send your Holy Spirit on us 
that as we receive this bread and this cup 
we may partake of the body and blood 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and feed on him in our hearts 
by faith with thanksgiving. 

May we be renewed in his risen life, 
filled with love, 
and strengthened in our will to serve others; 
and make of our lives, we pray, 
a pure and holy sacrifice, acceptable to you, 
knitting us together as one in your Son Jesus Christ, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honour and glory, now and forever. 

People   Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 
All Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Celebrant We break this bread, 
All  Communion in Christ’s body once broken. 

Celebrant Let your Church be the wheat which bears its fruit in dying, 
All  If we have died with him, we shall live with him; 

if we hold firm, we shall reign with him. 

THE COMMUNION 
Celebrant The gifts of God for the People of God. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

AGNUS DEI  Hymn #745, singing 

HYMN DURING COMMUNION #508  I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (standing as you are able) 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
All Father, 

through your goodness 
we receive your Son in word and sacrament. 

 
(Repeat) 
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May we always have faith in him, 
Jesus Christ the Lord.  Amen. 

THE DOXOLOGY 
Celebrant Glory to God, 
All whose power, working in us, 

can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation, 
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

BLESSING 

HYMN #371  To God Be the Glory (standing as you are able) 

DISMISSAL 
Leader Saved by faith and created in Christ for good works, go in peace to love and serve the 

Lord. 
All Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions for Reflection 

Samuel is told that God does not look upon outward appearances, but looks upon the heart.  Then God 
chooses David, the youngest son of Jesse, to be Israel’s next king.  We know that as he grew and as life 
became very challenging, King David’s heart was not pure.  He was a mixture of great courage and 
faithfulness — and great sin and failure.  What do you suppose God saw and loved in David’s heart?  
What do you think God loves when God looks upon your own heart?  

Household Prayer: Morning 

Good morning, Lord.  The day has dawned with the gift of sunlight, and I awaken from sleep into the 
light and grace of Christ.  Thank you for this new day.  Stay with me, I pray, shepherding me through all 
that the day will hold.  Lead me into pleasant places, and give me the provisions I will need if I find 
myself in difficulty or danger.  Whenever the cup of gladness overflows, help me to recognize that it is 
filled with your goodness and mercy.  In praise and anticipation I begin this day; in Jesus’ name.  Amen.   

Household Prayer: Evening 

With the night, Good Lord, comes rest, and a chance for my soul to be restored.  You are with me in this 
and every darkness, so I will not be afraid.  For all I have seen with my own eyes today, for all others 
have helped me to see, I give you thanks.  For those things that I did not notice: signs of beauty and 
kindness, evidences of your grace, I pray that you will improve the eyes of my faith so that I can see you 
more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly tomorrow, and all my tomorrows.  In 
the name of your Son, my Saviour, I pray.  Amen.  


