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Epiphany 4 January 29, 2023 
 

10:15 am 
Holy Eucharist 

The Book of Alternative Services 

HYMN #5  Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies (standing as you are able) 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Almighty God, 
All  to you all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hidden. 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

GLORY TO GOD  St Columba Mass 
All  Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King 
Almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us, 
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you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the holy one, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebrant Let us pray 
All Living God, 

in Christ you make all things new. 
Transform the poverty of our nature 
by the riches of your grace, 
and in the renewal of our lives 
make known your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD (please be seated) 
Reader A Reading from Book of Micah (6:1-8) 

Hear what the Lord says: 
Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
and let the hills hear your voice. 

2 Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, 
and you enduring foundations of the earth; 

for the Lord has a controversy with his people, 
and he will contend with Israel. 

3 ‘O my people, what have I done to you? 
In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 

4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 

and I sent before you Moses, 
Aaron, and Miriam. 

5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 

and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.’ 

6 ‘With what shall I come before the Lord, 
and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, 
with calves a year old? 

7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? 
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Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’ 

8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
and what does the Lord require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God? 

The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Reader Psalm 15 

1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * 
who may abide upon your holy hill? 

2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * 
who speaks the truth from his heart. 

3 There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no evil to his friend; * 
he does not heap contempt upon his neighbour. 

4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, * 
but he honours those who fear the Lord. 

5 He has sworn to do no wrong * 
and does not take back his word. 

6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, * 
nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 

7 Whoever does these things * 
shall never be overthrown. 

God of love, teach us to walk blamelessly in your ways, that our whole life may be established in you, 
and that we may come to the place prepared for us by your Son, Jesus Christ our Redeemer. 

Reader A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians (1:18-31) 

18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God.  19 For it is written, 

‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’ 

20 Where is the one who is wise?  Where is the scribe?  Where is the debater of this age?  Has not God 
made foolish the wisdom of the world?  21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe.  
22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, 
and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not 
many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.  27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to 
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and 
despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29 so that no one might 
boast in the presence of God.  30 He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom 
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from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 in order that, as it is written, ‘Let the 
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’ 

The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL (standing as you are able) 

HYMN  #458 Seek Ye First (v1, Refrain) 

Reader  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Reader  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (5:1-12) 
People  Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him.  
2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
7 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 ‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account.  12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

The Gospel of the Christ. 
People Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

HYMN  #458 Seek Ye First (v2, Refrain) 

SERMON (please be seated) 

THE NICENE CREED (standing as you are able) 
Celebrant  Let us confess our faith, as we say, 
All  We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven:  
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by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father. 
With the Father and the Son 
he is worshipped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  (sitting or standing) 
O God, whose wisdom surpasses our understanding, help us to grow as a people of blessing as we offer 
our prayers for the church and the world.  

We pray for those who mourn; may they know the comfort of your abiding presence. 

We pray for the meek; may they receive the goodness of your earth. 

We pray for those who hunger and thirst for righteousness; may they be filled with goodness. 

We pray for those who are merciful; may they also receive mercy. 

We pray for the pure in heart; may they see you face to face. 

We pray for the peacemakers; may they be recognized as your children. 

We pray for those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness; may they know the protection of 
your realm. 

We pray for Todd, our Bishop; Marinez, Bishop of our companion Diocese of Amazonia; Michael and 
Susan, Bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada; Chris, National Indigenous Archbishop; 
Anne, our Metropolitan; Linda, our Primate; Megan, our Archdeacon, Margaret, our priest; and for all 
clergy and lay leaders.  Strengthen them to lead by your word. 

We pray for Charles, our King; Mary, our Governor General; Justin, our Prime Minister; Doug, our 
Premier; Karen, our Regional Chair, Dorothy and Natasha, our Mayors; may they be guided by wisdom 
for the good of all people. 
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We pray for all who are sick, in body or mind or spirit, and for those known to us (especially …) and for 
those known to you alone; that all may know comfort and peace. 

We rejoice this day and give thanks for the many blessings of this life and for the gift of heaven which 
is ours even now.  May we, with your prophets from all the ages, have the wisdom to pursue your 
truth and the courage to do what is holy and right.  We ask all this in the name of Christ, who is our 
light and our life. Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, 

God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
God welcomes sinners 
and invites them to the table. 
Let us confess our sins, 
confident in God’s forgiveness. 

(Silence is kept.) 
Celebrant Most merciful God, 
All  we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

THE PEACE (nod or bow to those around you, please do not leave your seat) 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
HYMN #479  O Christ, the Master Carpenter (standing as you are able) 

OFFERTORY 
All God of steadfast love, 

may our offering this day, 
by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
renew us for your service. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.  Amen. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 6  (standing as you are able) 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them up to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant It is right to glorify you, Father, 
and to give you thanks; 
for you alone are God, living and true, 
dwelling in light inaccessible 
from before time and for ever. 
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, 
you made all things 
and fill them with your blessing; 
you created them to rejoice 
in the splendour of your radiance. 
Countless throngs of angels stand before you 
to serve you night and day, 
and, beholding your presence,  
they offer you unceasing praise. 
Joining with them, 
and giving voice to every creature under heaven, 
we acclaim you, and glorify your name, 
as we sing; 

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, St Columba Mass 
God of power and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power; (people may be seated) 
your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. 
You formed us in your own image, 
giving the whole world into our care, 
so that, in obedience to you, our creator, 
we might rule and serve all your creatures. 
When our disobedience took us far from you, 
you did not abandon us to the power of death. 
In your mercy you came to our help, 
so that in seeking you we might find you. 
Again and again 
you called us into covenant with you, 
and through the prophets 
you taught us to hope for salvation. 
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Father, you loved the world so much 
that in the fullness of time 
you sent your only Son to be our Saviour. 
Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
he lived as one of us, yet without sin. 
To the poor 
he proclaimed the good news of salvation; 
to prisoners, freedom; 
to the sorrowful, joy. 
To fulfil your purpose 
he gave himself up to death 
and, rising from the grave, destroyed death 
and made the whole creation new. 

And that we might live no longer for ourselves, 
but for him who died and rose for us, 
he sent the Holy Spirit, 
his own first gift for those who believe, 
to complete his work in the world, 
and to bring to fulfilment 
the sanctification of all. 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified 
by you, his heavenly Father, 
having loved his own who were in the world, 
he loved them to the end: 
at supper with them he took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: 
this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; 
and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 Father, 
we now celebrate the memorial of our redemption. 
Recalling Christ’s death 
and descent among the dead, 
proclaiming his resurrection 
and ascension to your right hand, 
awaiting his coming in glory; 
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and offering to you, 
from the gifts you have given us, 
this bread and this cup, 
we praise you and we bless you. 

All We praise you, we bless you, 
we give thanks to you, 
and we pray to you, Lord our God. 

Celebrant Father, 
we pray that in your goodness and mercy 
your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, 
and upon these gifts, 
sanctifying them and showing them  
to be holy gifts for your holy people, 
the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 
the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Grant that all who share this bread and this cup 
may become one body and one spirit, 
a living sacrifice in Christ 
to the praise of your name. 

Remember, Lord, 
your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 
redeemed by the blood of your Christ. 
Reveal its unity, guard its faith, 
and preserve it in peace. 

And grant that we may find our inheritance 
with the blessed Virgin Mary, 
with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, 
with Columba, George and James and all the saints 
who have found favour with you in ages past. 
We praise you in union with them  
and give you glory  
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
all honour and glory are yours, 
almighty God and Father, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 
All Our Father in heaven, St Columba Mass 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
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Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Celebrant We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 
All  God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life. 

THE COMMUNION 
Celebrant The gifts of God for the People of God. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

AGNUS DEI  St Columba Mass 
All Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace. 

HYMN DURING COMMUNION #60  I Come with Joy 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (standing as you are able) 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
All Source of all goodness, 

in this eucharist 
we are nourished by the bread of heaven 
and invigorated with new wine. 
May these gifts renew our lives, 
that we may show your glory to all the world, 
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.  Amen. 

THE DOXOLOGY 
Celebrant Glory to God, 
All whose power, working in us, 

can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation, 
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

BLESSING 

HYMN #388  Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken (standing as you are able) 
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DISMISSAL 
Leader Enlightened by Christ and anointed by the Spirit, go now in peace to love and serve the 

Lord. 
All Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions for Reflection 

How do we live in hope of a reality we cannot yet see or, at best, catch only fleeting glimpses?  Where in 
your community’s life of prayer and service do you see instances of God’s justice, peace, and healing?  
Then give thanks, and ask God, Where am I being called to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly into 
all blessedness in the ordinary course of my day?   

Household Prayer: Morning 

Blessed God, I yearn to see your vision of justice, love, and peace made real for me this day.  Open my 
eyes to the way of love that I may see your brilliant light shining into the hidden places of my heart and 
the darkened corners of the world.  Amen. 

Household Prayer: Evening 

Loving God, you led me in the way of life this day and now call me to the way of rest.  I give thanks for 
your light that illumined my path today.  Now, it is night.  As you beckon me to enter into holy darkness 
where I am one with you in your realm of uncreated light, I open to you in peace.  Amen. 


