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The Sixth Sunday after Easter May 9, 2021 
 

10:15 am 
Morning Prayer 

The Book of Alternative Services 

HYMN  ELW 726 Light Dawns on a Weary World 

1. Light dawns on a weary world when eyes begin to see all people’s dignity. 
Light dawns on a weary world: the promised day of justice comes. 

Refrain: The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands gush with springs; 
The hills and mountains shall break forth with singing! 

2. We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace, 
As all the world in wonder echoes shalom.  [Refrain] 

3. Love grows in a weary world when hungry hearts find bread and children’s dreams are fed. 
Love grows in a weary world: the promised feast of plenty comes.   [Refrain] 

4. Hope blooms in a weary world when creatures, once forlorn, find wilderness reborn. 
Hope blooms in a weary world: the promised green of Eden comes.  [Refrain] 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
Officiant  Alleluia!  Christ is risen.   
People   The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia!   

Officiant  Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.   
People   He gave us new life and hope by raising Jesus from the dead.  

Officiant  Rejoice, then, even in your distress.   
People   We shall be counted worthy when Christ appears.  

Officiant  God has claimed us as his own.   
People   He called us from our darkness into the light of his day.  

Officiant Alleluia! Christ is risen.   
People   The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia!   
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CONFESSION 
Officiant Let us confess our sins against God and one another.   
People Almighty God, Source of all that is, Giver of every good gift: You create all people in 

your image and call us to love one another as you love us.  We confess that we have 
failed to honour you in the great diversity of the human family.  We have desired to 
live in freedom, while building walls between ourselves and others.  We have longed 
to be known and accepted for who we are, while making judgements of others based 
on the colour of skin, or the shape of features, or the varieties of human experience.  
We have tried to love our neighbours individually while yet benefitting from systems 
that hold those same neighbours in oppression. 

Forgive us, Holy God.  Give us eyes to see you as you are revealed in all people.  
Strengthen us for the work of reconciliation rooted in love.  Restore us in your image, 
to be beloved community, united in our diversity, even as you are one with Christ and 
the Spirit, Holy and undivided Trinity, now and for ever.  Amen. 

THE COLLECT FOR PEACE 
Officiant Let us pray.  
All  O God, the source of all good desires,  

all right judgments, and all just works:  
Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give,  
so that our minds may be fixed on the doing of your will,  
and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies,  
may live in peace and quietness;  
through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Saviour.  
Amen. 

LAMENTING RACISM 
Officiant The sin of racism hurts communities of colour, fractures human relationships, and 

denies God’s good creation. Lament is a way for us to recognize the harm caused by 
racism. 

Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:35-39). God’s 
grace in Christ frees us for the difficult work of recognizing and lamenting racism. 

We are all part of one body in Christ, called to act with equity, fairness, and justice. 
God’s saving love creates grace-filled spaces within us and within our relationships. 
God’s saving love calls and leads us toward rooting out the racism that continues to 
infect the body. 

Reader Within the whole human family, people of colour have experienced both interpersonal 
aggression and structural oppression instead of abundant life. We recognize and lament 
the harm racism has caused to Black communities; Indigenous Peoples; Arab and Middle 
Eastern communities; Asian communities; and Latinx communities.  
We cry out to you, hear our lament, O God. 

We have assigned the notion of race to human beings created in God’s own divine 
image. We have judged God’s beautiful diversity by our flawed and artificial standards. 
We cry out to you, hear our lament, O God. 
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We have used language and images in ways that equate black and dark with dirt and sin, 
and that fail to welcome the treasures of darkness in God’s good creation.  
We cry out to you, hear our lament, O God. 

We have accepted practices in our churches and in our society that privilege whiteness 
over diversity and equity. We have been complicit in how racism continues to exclude 
and harm people of colour.  
We cry out to you, hear our lament, O God. 

When one part of the body of Christ hurts, the whole body hurts. As we listen to people 
who are harmed by racism, we call to you, open our hearts, O God. 

As we reflect on our daily interactions with people and communities of colour,  
we call to you, open our hearts, O God. 

As we reconsider what we have been taught about race and racism,  
we call to you, open our hearts, O God. 

As we contemplate what we have done and what we have left undone,  
we call to you, open our hearts, O God. 

As we labour to create a loving and safe community for our siblings of colour,  
we call to you, open our hearts, O God. 

Holy and merciful God, as your people we recommit ourselves to loving one another as 
you have loved us. Prepare us for this time of listening and discovery. We pray in the 
name of the one who has made us one, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
Reader  A reading from the Book of Acts (10:44-48)  

44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45 The circumcised 
believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out 
even on the Gentiles, 46 for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 
47 “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as 
we have?” 48 So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to 
stay for several days. 

The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Reader  A Reading from the First Letter of John (5:1-6)  

5 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the 
parent loves the child. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey 
his commandments. 3 For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his 
commandments are not burdensome, 4 for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the 
victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5 Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes 
that Jesus is the Son of God? 

6 This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water 
and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.  

The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Reader   The Holy Gospel according to John (15:9-17) 

9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, 
you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have 
said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one has greater love 
than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 
15 I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but 
I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my 
Father. 16 You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will 
last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17 I am giving you these 
commands so that you may love one another. 

The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

SERMON 

HYMN  601 God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending 

1. God, whose giving knows no ending, 
from your rich and endless store- 
nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom, 
costly cross, grave's shattered door- 
gifted by you, we turn to you, 
offering up ourselves in praise; 
thankful song shall rise forever, 
gracious Donor of our days. 

2. Skills and time are ours for pressing 
toward the goals of Christ, your Son: 
all at peace in health and freedom, 
races joined, the church made one. 
Now direct our daily labour, 
lest we strive for self alone. 

Born with talents, make us servants 
fit to answer at your throne. 

3. Treasure, too, you have entrusted, 
gain through powers your grace conferred, 
ours to use for home and kindred, 
and to spread the gospel word. 
Open wide our hands in sharing, 
as we heed Christ's ageless call, 
healing, teaching, and reclaiming, 
serving you by loving all. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (sitting or standing)  
In this past weeks of COVID-19 lockdown, and continued reports of racism, we come before God 
remembering that all of us are loved, and children of God.  We ask God to dwell with us and hear our 
prayers. 

All-powerful God, 
Throughout creation, your diversity is demonstrated: 
In each face, in every life form, 
In each sunrise, in every snowflake. 
All the diversity in all your church are, but a sampling of your creative power. 
Help us to trust in the innate order of all you have made. 
Help us to restore your order, where systems of prejudice prevail. 
God, dwell with us, and hear our prayer. 

Jesus, our brother and fellow traveller, 
You intimately know the violence of human encounter with differences. 
You know what George Floyd experienced in his dying minutes. 
With your body on the cross, these differences were broken: 
Jew and Greek, Slave and free. 
Every shade made precious in your sight. 
Help us to honour your sacrifice by doing the work of your body: 
Help us to dismantle the use of difference for dis-privilege. 
God, dwell with us, and hear our prayer. 

Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 
You used different tongues to spread the gospel truth. 
Diversity was your vehicle, diversity was your canvas. 
May we trust in your power knit throughout our differences. 
Fill us with your capacity for making common the message of love. 
Let our differences be your chalk and chalkboard. 
Be our guiding presence in this holy work, 
God, dwell with us, and hear our prayer. 

In all our hearts, holy One, you place the nudge of your calls. 
You move us in all kinds of ways, with all kinds of concerns. 
Whether for creation, climate or individuals ... 
Whether for the church, the world or local situations ... 
We call out our concerns to you here ... out loud or in the silence of our hearts. 
God, dwell with us, and hear our prayer.   

All these things, Lord, we entrust to your care, knowing that you hear all of our prayers.  Amen. 

HYMN  576   For the Healing of the Nations 

1. For the healing of the nations, 
God, we pray with one accord; 
for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 
To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 
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2. Lead us, Father, into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 
that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 
Show us how through care and goodness, 
fear will die and hope increase. 

3. All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 
pride of status, race or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice, 
may we hallow life's brief span. 

4. You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind; 
for our growing in your likeness, 
bring the life of Christ to mind; 
that by our response and service 
earth its destiny may find. 

OFFERTORY 
All Yours, Lord, is the greatness, 

the power, the glory, the splendour,  
and the majesty; 
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
All things come from you, 
and of your own do we give you.  Amen. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Officiant Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all you have done for us.  We thank you for the 

splendour of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, and 
for the mystery of love.  We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the 
loving care which surrounds us on every side.  We thank you for setting us tasks which 
demand our best efforts, and for leading us to accomplishments which satisfy and 
delight us.  We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to 
acknowledge our dependence on you alone.  Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus 
Christ; for the truth of his word and the example of his life; for his steadfast obedience, 
by which he overcame temptation; for his dying, through which he overcame death; for 
his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom.  Grant us the 
gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and make him known; and through him, at 
all times and in all places, may give thanks to you in all things.  Amen. 

Officiant  Almighty God,  
All you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 

supplications to you, and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that 
when two or three are gathered together you will hear their requests. Fulfil now our 
desires and petitions, as may be best for us, granting us in this world knowledge of 
your truth, and in the age to come eternal life; for you, Father, are good and loving, 
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and we glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, in the Holy Spirit, now and 
for ever.  Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 
All  Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

THE DOXOLOGY 
Officiant  Glory to God, 
All  whose power, working in us, 

can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation, 
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

DISMISSAL 
Leader Go forth and bear witness to Christ, who is gloriously risen from the dead, Alleluia!  
People   Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!   
 
 
 
 
 
Words to all hymns from Common Praise (1998). Except for ELW 726 Light Dawns on a Weary World, 
taken from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Augsburg Fortress, 2006. 
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Question for Reflection 
In our Gospel lesson this week, Jesus speaks of his extreme love for us, calls us his friends, and says that 
he makes known to us everything that he hears from God.  How does thinking of Christ as our friend and 
lover—or Lord and Master—affect our daily living? 
 
Household Prayer: Morning  
Holy One, I begin today breathing in your love for me,  
for others, and for the world.  
Keep me mindful of all the marvellous things  
you are doing around and within me today.  
Help me to feel my friendship with Jesus  
and his confidence in me.  
Maintain in my heart the image of myself as a tree,  
bearing the fruit of Christ’s love everywhere I go today. Amen. 
 
Household Prayer: Evening  
God, you are both judge and friend. 
Even as I review my day, 
I give it over to you.  
I let go of the good, the bad, and the in-between, 
trusting in your care for me. 
I am content this night to abide in your love. 
I breathe in your joy and your peace. 
Whatever I need, I ask of you in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 


